[Intraperitoneal chemotherapy in ovarian cancer].
Ovarian cancer represents 4500 new cases a year in France and the prognosis of such tumor is not yet clear, even for the early stages. This is notably owing to the amount and size of peritoneal tumor residual. Recently, five therapeutic trials were published concerning the intra-peritoneal chemotherapy of ovarian cancer stage III in patients to whom an optimal debulking surgery had been done. These studies were variable in there outcome showing on the one hand, either the absence of significant difference or a significant lengthening of both total life duration and life without recurrence during the period of treatment with intra-peritoneal chemotherapy. On the other hand, there was a significant increase in hematological toxicity and temporary impairment of the quality of life during intra-peritoneal treatments. There were also complications linked to the intra-peritoneal catheter, which led to the termination of the treatment protocol in some cases. However, results showed a mattering benefit of survival in spite of a notable rate of incomplete treatment protocols. These results have demonstrated the necessity to consider the intra-peritoneal adjuvant chemotherapy as a treatment option in patients with epithelial ovarian cancer stage III. Patients must be highly selected and well counseled, in order to go for this treatment option after receiving optimal debulking surgeries.